DOG CONTROL ORDERS CONSULTATION
CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS AND ENVIRONMENT ACT 2005

Leeds City Council is proposing to make new Dog Control Orders and amend an existing Order under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 and is seeking your views on the proposals
New Dogs on Leads Orders
The council previously made an Order which required any person in control of any dog to put the dog on a lead when directed to do so by an authorised officer if the dog was considered likely to cause a nuisance. This Order applies to the whole of Leeds and includes access land ( open county and common land to which the public have access)
The council now proposes to make a new Order stating than on certain specified land dogs should be on a lead at all times. It is proposed that this Order be applied to all carriageways and adjacent footpaths and grass verges within the Leeds City Council district and is to ensure that any dog is kept under control at all times and doesn't run unexpectedly into a road causing traffic accidents or injury to the dog itself. It is also proposed that this Order be applied to cemeteries and crematoria. This is because dogs can cause considerable anguish to visitors at an already distressing time, especially if they are creating a disturbance or fouling. 
It is also proposed that the existing Order relating to dogs being required to be put on a lead as directed would  be amended so that it applies to all land in the Leeds district not covered by the new Order, 

These proposals include land which is access land.
Amendment of the Dog Exclusion Order
The council previously made an Order listing land where no dogs are allowed other than guide dogs or assistance dogs. This Order relates primarily to land designated as a children’s play area. 
The council now proposes that this Order should be amended to add other land designated for a specific purpose such as remembrance and wildlife gardens where a dog may cause damage and disturbance to the area even when under close control. It is also proposed to include areas such as school grounds where it might not be possible to keep a dog under close control due to likely distractions which may endanger young and vulnerable people. The existing list of children’s play areas has also been updated. 
A full list of the land covered by the current and proposed new Exclusion Order is available on our website. None of the affected land is access land.
If, in due course, and following the public consultation on these proposals, the council makes any of these Orders it will be a criminal offence to breach them. On conviction the offence can result in a fine of up to £1000 or an offender can choose to pay a fixed penalty to avoid prosecution.

To give us your views please go to www.leeds.gov.uk/dogs and complete the on-line questionnaire. A copy of the consultation documents and lists identifying land that might be affected can be inspected a Environmental Health Services, Millshaw Parkway, Leeds, LS11 0LS.
 

Hard copies of the survey can be requested via 0113  3951765 or email to environmental.action@leeds.gov.uk.
You need to give us your views by 14 October 2011 when this consultation will close

Andrew Mason

Chief Environmental Services Officer

