
Minutes of the A660 Joint Council meeting - Heart Centre 11 Feb 2013


Apologies for absence: Bill McKinnon, Trevor Bavage, Michael Broadbent.


Treasurer: No nominations as yet, Tony Paley-Smith continuing as temporary treasurer.


Cycling: There are signs that the NGT team might back down over segregated cycle lanes and find room for them along the A660 route; any concession would require further road widening, including moving the Victorian stone wall running past former Leeds Girls' High School and further tree felling. A spokesperson for Leeds Cycling Action Group feels that the concessions have still not gone far enough.


Meeting with Greg Mulholland was last week. He's a light-rail/tram/train enthusiast and accepts trolleybus as second best. He's not unsympathetic to A660JC's position but clearly requires a lot of persuasion before he would change his support for NGT, seeing it as the first step in what might become an integrated light-rail system. He agreed to assist in getting NGT to respond to a list of prepared questions [DK to circulate questions]


Weetwood Residents Association AGM: on Thursday. Straw poll of 50 residents showed only one supports and two are indifferent about NGT. Concern expressed over current proposal for the closure of Weetwood Lane.  Optare declined invite to the AGM, unclear whether NGT will attend. 


Discussion about A660JC's position: No fundamental disagreement about improving the transport infrastructure in Leeds, but it must be the right scheme. It is felt that the articulated trolley buses are not appropriate to the roads on which it would operate.  The money appears to be only on offer for a trolley bus scheme, so discussion of other options and new technologies are irrelevant. Hence only course is to oppose NGT. The A660JC message is "what's being proposed is inappropriate and not fit for purpose", it’s not just "we're against progress". Important to invite south Leeds representatives to the next meeting. [SB & BM to contact people in Hunslet].


For the next meeting there will be a full list of key objectives formulated.


Increasing Awareness


Lots of people are still unaware of NGT and it's impact so we need to continue to leaflet people.


[DCJ to produce a new general leaflet and shop poster in liaison with DK]


[DK is working on an information pack]


[JD is working on a 20-25pp A660 position statement which he will circulate for comment]


Businesses in West Park are having a meeting ASAP, to join together and work out how to oppose NGT. [Robert Munday & Altaf Hussan are going to contact businesses further down the A660]


[SB is going to speak to people in block at Hyde Park Corner which will be demolished]


People need to write to councillors and papers and encourage others to do the same, urgently.


[JD is going to circulate a letter he's written]


This letter could be used as a template for others to write letters to be sent to as many people as possible. [DK to circulate BM's who to contact list of email addresses]


The A660JC should send a deputation (including a south Leeds representative) to Full Council on 17th April. [DK to organise this]


Don Townsley will give a talk at Heart (the large hall) on 27th Feb.


Cllr Barry Anderson is going to invite A660JC to address INWAC and OUTWAC on 7th March. He thinks the scheme will cause havoc with the buses and affect everyone.


Next Meeting: Monday 4th March at HEART


To Find Out Before Next Meeting: Is there a federation of small businesses in Leeds?





A660 Joint Council Agenda Monday 4th March 7.15pm- 9.30pm





Heart-Headingley Enterprise and Arts Centre (HEART) Bennett Road, Leeds, LS6 3HN.


 


Attendance





Minutes & matters arising�


Nominations for position of Treasurer�


Feedback:  Don Townsley’s talk


Feedback


        NGT planning workshop run thro' the Civic Trust�        Comments from Councillors�        West Park small business group


        Weetwood Lane closure issue�


News & update on developments�


Campaign matters: What needs to be done next �


Any Other Business�


Date of Next  Meeting Monday April 8th ?














