Minutes of meeting of the Adel Association

Held on Thursday 11th July 2013
In The Stables, Back Church Lane

Chairman – Dr. Barrie Hopson 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

1. Police Update
Inspector Coldwell of the Neighbourhood Policing Team attended the meeting. He explained the reasons for the changes to the website information and the newsletter as residents were not happy about the changes.

He advised the meeting on the Leeds Review of policing which will see 3 divisions become 1. Otley is to close to the public as it is not cost effective and Pudsey will not be a 24hr station. Weetwood will still be open to the public and will be the only face to face contact in the area but will only open to customers from 8am to 10pm.

Insp. Coldwell is confident this will not affect the service the public gets from the police. 

In respect of crime in Adel there have been only 2 burglaries since April. 

Speeding traffic on Church Lane was raised again and insp. Coldwell said that the speeds recorded were within acceptable limits. Residents feel that although an average might be recorded as 33mph this means there are quite a number of vehicles going much faster in order to get this average. Insp. Coldwell reminded residents that there is no accident/injury record, considering that Adel has a number of main trunk roads around and through it.

2. Site Allocations 
Cllr. Anderson asked whether anyone needed any help with the completion of the consultation and reminded residents of the closing date, 29th July at 5pm.

3. Trees in the Government Buildings site
Cllr. Anderson updated the meeting about the issue of trees being cut down in the Government Buildings site which he had brought to the attention of the senior Planning officer at the Council. As this is Crown land the Government do not need to ask themselves for permission to cut down the trees. Cllr. Anderson said he had written to both Rt. Hon. Iain Duncan-Smith as the trees are on DWP land and to Nick Boles MP who is responsible for the planning framework.

4. Bodington Application 
Cllr. Anderson updated residents on the markings that have been put down on Adel Lane as neither DWH nor the Council are taking responsibility for them and they are not connected with the current works by Yorkshire Water. His concern is that residents were to be consulted on any traffic calming measures on Adel Lane prior to any scheme being implemented. 

He also advised that DWH have been told to dig up and re-lay the road between the top of the development site at the Otley Road end and the access road to the site as it is currently not up to current specification. This will have the effect on the bottom entrance being open 24 hrs as the top end cannot be used. This is not what was in the planning application. He is taking this up with the senior planner responsible. The University have also asked DWH to open up the Adel Lane access as they had put a condition on the sale of the land that they should have 24hr access to the site. 

5. NGT - West Park Residents/Weetwood Residents groups.

Cllr. Anderson, Geoff Steel and Sarah Worthington attended a meeting with the above group. They would like the Adel Association to join them in opposing NGT and working up a proposal as an alternative. Sarah gave a synopsis of the problems NGT would bring. 

Cllr. Anderson asked whether the Adel Association would be happy for Geoff Steel to be appointed as their representative on the group. The Chairman asked for a show of hands and the meeting agreed that Geoff would be their representative.

6. Adel Neighbourhood Design Statement Update
Cllr. Anderson updated the meeting and advised that the Plans Panel had met and discussed the document and had a number of questions which he was working through with the Council officers.

7. Cold Calling update

Cllr. Anderson updated the meeting to advise that we had now had Phase 1 approved and this would be launched in the middle of August and signs would go up. The 2nd phase is underway and that takes in The Chestnuts, The Kingsleys, Gainsboroughs, Holt Lane, Church Lane and its offshoots, Adel Lane and its offshoots, St. Helens Lane and its offshoots. Residents are currently returning their ballots. Phase 3 will be the area covered by the Cookridge Garden Covenant area i.e. Whinfield, Broomfield, The Crescent, The Drive, Farrar Lane, and Heathfield. These are yet to be delivered. Following that phase the areas off Long Causeway and Sir George Martin Drive will be balloted. All of this will take 2 to 3 months to complete.
8. Resignation of the Chairman

Barrie Hopson advised the meeting that after 7 years of chairing the Adel Association he would be standing down. An AGM will be held in September (19th) and hopefully a suitable Chairman will be found to replace him.

Mark Seaward asked that the minutes reflect the tribute we would like to pay to Barrie for the work he has done for the Adel residents through his chairmanship.

9. David Wilson Homes

Cllr. Anderson explained that he had taken up the issue of the massacre of the hedge facing on to Church Lane from the development with the relevant Council officers but they did not feel that any enforcement action could be taken as the hedge will grow back. 
Cllr. Anderson has a meeting with DWH at 4pm on Tuesday 16th July and he will be raising this and a number of other issues with them.

10. Adel Neighbourhood Forum update

In the absence of Ian Bond Cllr. Anderson updated the meeting. This is progressing well with Focus Groups up and running on a number of the topics. The boundary issue has been resolved. The next stage is for the Councillors to be formally consulted and once this has happened the Forum can be designated officially. This will allow Ian Bond to apply for the grant money that is available. Cllr. Anderson has tackled the Council officers on the slow progress with their duties and support in respect of the Forum.  An officer has asked to attend the next meeting.

An interim plan is to be produced so that a tangible piece of evidence can be put before any potential developer thinking about developing on land in the area.
11. AOB

Residents asked when the hard standing parking area would be started opposite the church. Cllr. Anderson said that it was imminent and Geoff Steel was in contact with Perennial at York Gate. 

Val Crompton promoted the Talk with pre-event drinks and nibbles to take place in the Church tomorrow evening (12th).

